
Motivating 
Operation

Discriminative 
Stimulus

• "Sd" or "discriminated 
operant"

• Signals the availability of 
reinforcement

  
• An operant that occurs 
under some antecedent 
conditions than others

• "MO"
  
• Alters the reinforcing 
effectiveness of a 
stimulus and alters the 
current frequency of 
behavior that has been 
reinforced by that 
stimulus

I just ran a 5k and didn't take a 
single sip of water!  

The value of water has just 
significantly increased. 

I see my water bottle on my 
desk dunring a break and take a 

sip.  The sight of my water 
bottle was the Sd. 


